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Grant from Walmart Foundation and Meals On Wheels Association of America  
Helps Fayette Senior Services  

 
Much-needed grant means a brighter future for local efforts to feed homebound seniors 

 
 

Fayette Senior Services was recently awarded $13,310 through a Walmart Foundation grant to the Meals On Wheels 
Association of America (MOWAA).  The money will provide Fayette Senior Services Meals On Wheels program with 
much-needed freezer space and other equipment that is critical in the management and delivery of services. 
 
This financial support is desperately needed as many Meals On Wheels programs across the country continue to struggle 
with skyrocketing gasoline costs and rising food prices. The Walmart Foundation-MOWAA “Building the Future” Impact 
Grant will allow Fayette Senior Services to buy equipment and help ensure sustainability while fostering long-term 
growth. 
 
“Thanks to the Walmart Foundation-MOWAA Building the Future Impact Grant, we now have a brighter future in our 
efforts to keep feeding seniors in our community,” said Ginnie Plunkett, Meals On Wheels Coordinator. “This grant will 
help us provide the next meal to the nearly 300 clients we serve throughout Fayette County.” Fayette Senior Services 
community volunteers deliver nearly 40,000 meals annually to seniors who have difficulty preparing a nutritious meal due 
chronic illness, disability, or economic distress. 
 
The Walmart Foundation recently announced a $5 million donation to MOWAA as part of a $2 billion commitment to 
support hunger relief efforts through 2015.   Part of that $5 million donation will fund the “Building the Future” Impact 
Grants.   The grants will help more than 100 local Meals On Wheels programs purchase stoves, refrigerators, trucks and 
other equipment needed in the fight to end senior hunger.   
 
The Walmart Foundation first became a partner of Meals On Wheels in 2008.  A donation of $750,000 to MOWAA 
helped 80 struggling Member programs restore meal services that had been reduced or were facing cuts.  In late 2009, the 
Foundation donated an additional $2.2 million to MOWAA that helped 147 Member programs expand their meal services 
with new equipment. 
 
“We know that seniors are among those hardest hit by hunger in this country. Many are home-bound, and rely on 
neighbors and community volunteer programs like Meals On Wheels to help put food on the table,” said Margaret 
McKenna, president of the Walmart Foundation. “Through this $5 million grant, we hope to bring additional attention to 
senior hunger and help ensure our parents, grandparents and friends who have added so much to our lives have access to 
healthy and nutritious food.” 

“The Walmart Foundation continues to step up to the plate in the fight against senior hunger,” said Enid Borden, President 
and CEO of MOWAA. “They understand that joining Meals On Wheels in this battle is a moral imperative. The Walmart 
Foundation’s generous support helps ensure our programs sustain meal services well into the future.  We can’t thank the 
Walmart Foundation enough for being such a powerful partner in our mission to end senior hunger in America by the year 
2020.” 
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Research sponsored by MOWAA reveals that more than six million seniors in America face the threat of hunger.  The 
Walmart Foundation-MOWAA “Building the Future” Impact Grant program is intended to help combat the problem of 
senior hunger. 
 
About Fayette Senior Services  
For more than 30 years, Fayette Senior Services, Inc. (FSS), a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, has been making a 
meaningful difference in the emotional, social, and physical well-being of older adults. In addition to Meals On Wheels, 
FSS provides other essential services such as Information & Assistance Service, Transportation, In-Home Personal 
Care/Homemaker Services, Adult Day Care, Home Repair, and Ani-Meals (pet food deliver for companion pets), Case 
Management, and more. For active older adults age 50+ Fayette Senior Services Life Enrichment Center offers a wide 
variety of social, leisure, and fitness activities, the award-winning Ultimate Café, and more. For more information or to 
become a Meals On Wheels volunteer visit www.FayetteLifeEnrichment.org or call 770-461-0813. 
 
About Philanthropy at Walmart   
Walmart and the Walmart Foundation are proud to support the charitable causes that are important to customers and 
associates in their own neighborhoods. Through its philanthropic programs and partnerships, the Walmart Foundation 
funds initiatives focused on creating opportunities in education, workforce development, economic opportunity, 
environmental sustainability, and health and wellness. From February 1, 2008 through January 31, 2009, Walmart – and 
its domestic and international foundations – gave more than $423 million in cash and in-kind gifts globally. To learn 
more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org. 
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